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Good afternoon! 
 
We are back to hot weather, but thankfully we've had some rain - lawns are greener and many plants have 
ceased to wilt. As we have reached the end of our phenology calendar, I am combining the data from last 
week and this week into one notice. This will be the last report of the season and thank you all for your kind 
attention! 
 
Here is the data by town/zip code with the number of growing degree day units for August 19th and 26th: 
 
Adams Mills/43821    2639        2799  GDDs 
Conesville/43811       2607        2766 
Coshocton/43812      2545        2703 
Fresno/43824            2492       2644  
Walhonding/43843     2492       2648 
Warsaw/43844          2516        2673 
W. Lafayette/43845   2550        2708 
 
As of this week, we have a range from 2644 (at Fresno) to 2799 (at Adams Mills) GDD units across the 
county, a difference of 155 units, disregarding micro-climates. The difference between areas did increase; 
there was a difference of 146 2 weeks ago. Overall, our GDD units increased over the last 2 weeks in all of our 
zip codes by 339 to 348 GDD units. 
 
We passed the last phenological event (banded ash clearwing borer, adult emergence at 2195 GDD 
units) listed on the phenology calendar early in August. Although it is not on the phenology calendar,  the 
'Autumn Joy' sedum had its first bloom on August 22 and is the last of our plants for which we record bloom 
span. Meanwhile, several of our other monitored plants are still in bloom and still attracting pollinators. 
Although the "Raspberry Wine" bee balm is waning, we found carpenter bees and other insects on it this 
week. The coneflowers are also withering quickly, but the goldfinches are perching on them to eat the seeds. 
The mountain mint attracts so many pollinators that it's hard to count them! A few other pollinator plants are 
still in bloom and are visited by pollinators. The butterfly bush along the walkway is not a monitored plant, but it 
teams with pollinators - we are still seeing hummingbird moths there. 
 
We had a confirmed sighting of a monarch butterfly earlier this month and then found 4 monarch caterpillars 
on the common milkweed. The "cats" disappeared on the 24th; most likely they have crawled off to find a twig 
on which to form a chrysalis. A new monarch butterfly will emerge after several days. 
 
We've noticed several surprise lilies around the county and there is a small clump of them in the area along 
the walkway behind the office at Lake Park. Other common names for them are "resurrection lilies" and "naked 
ladies". These flowers in the amaryllis family come from bulbs; foliage that resembles daffodil leaves grows in 
the spring, then dies back. The flowers shoot up, seemingly overnight, in late summer - surprise! 
 



 

 

Attached are a few pictures of monarch caterpillars and surprise lilies from the phenology area, taken over the 
last 2 weeks. We've posted one of a hummingbird moth before, but we've included one more (taken on the 
butterfly bush). 
 
For more information on the phenology calendar and GDD units, go to http://www.oardc.ohio-
state.edu/gdd/default.asp The site includes pictures of the plants and insects which can help in identifying 
specimens.   
 
If you would like to see a list of the plants that we monitor in the 
phenology garden, go to: http://phenology.osu.edu/gardens.asp . 
Find "Coshocton" and click on "data"; the dates of the bloom spans 
are listed for each plant we have and the number of GDD units are 
listed as well. We don't have every plant on the list (normal attrition, 
and we haven't been able to replace everything), so there are a few 
blank spots. Some plants are still blooming, so we do not have the 
end-of-bloom date entered for those yet. 
 
See you next season! 
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