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Good afternoon! 
 
The rain over the past few days is very welcome!! We hope your area got its share - and we're grateful that our 
high temperatures are lower in this week's forecast! 
 
Here is the data by town/zip code with the number of growing degree day units for August 12th: 
 
Adams Mills/43821    2451  GDDs 
Conesville/43811       2420 
Coshocton/43812      2361 
Fresno/43824            2305 
Walhonding/43843     2310 
Warsaw/43844          2333 
W. Lafayette/43845   2365 
 
We have a range from 2305 (at Fresno) to 2451 (at Adams Mills) GDD units across the county, a difference of 
146 units, disregarding micro-climates. The difference between areas increased slightly; there was a 
difference of 140 last week. Overall, our GDD units increased in all of our zip codes by 189 to 195 GDD units, 
a little more than last week; still a fairly uniform increase.  
 
We are now past the last phenological event noted on the phenology calendar:   

 Banded ash clearwing borer, adult emergence at 2195 GDD units 
 
Although it is not on the phenology calendar, we will be watching for the 'Autumn Joy' sedum to bloom in a few 
weeks and will monitor the pollinators that visit it. It is covered with buds, but not yet in bloom. 
 
For more information on the phenology calendar and GDD units, go to http://www.oardc.ohio-
state.edu/gdd/default.asp The site includes pictures of the plants and insects which can help in identifying 
specimens.   
 
The clustered mountain mint in our phenology garden continues to attract a plethora of pollinators - it is one of 
our most attractive plants in that regard! Last year it bloomed into October, making it very valuable for the 
pollinators that hang around into the fall. 
 
Butterfly bush is not a plant that we monitor for pollinators (it is not native to our area), but it has its place in 
our reclaimed area. It does attract many insects and 3 hummingbird moths were seen there this week. Stop on 
the walkway near it and watch - you may get to see one! It also attracts many bees and butterflies, making it a 
good specimen for watching critters. We have planted some other flowers for aesthetic purposes - cannas are 
starting to bloom along the ball field fence. 
 
Our bee habitat continues to attract residents - more of the holes were filled this week. 
 

http://www.oardc.ohio-state.edu/gdd/default.asp
http://www.oardc.ohio-state.edu/gdd/default.asp


 

 

Attached are a few pictures of this week's visitors - a black swallowtail on the 'Raspberry Wine' bee 
balm (Monarda didyma) ; a hummingbird moth on the butterfly bush (Buddleia); and a (possibly identified as a 
blue mud wasp) thread-waisted wasp which is close to 2 inches long. 
 
If you would like to see a list of the plants that we monitor in the phenology garden, go 
to:  http://phenology.osu.edu/gardens.asp . Find "Coshocton" and click on "data"; the dates of the bloom spans 
are listed for each plant we have and the number of GDD units are listed as well. We don't have every plant on 
the list (normal attrition, and we haven't been able to replace everything), so there are a few blank spots. 
Some plants are still blooming, so we do not have the end-of-bloom date entered for those yet. 
 
Have a good week! Enjoy the break in the hot weather! 
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