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Good afternoon! 
 
It's been another warm, dry week in Coshocton County - a few areas received some rain, but overall we need quite a bit 
more.  
 
Here is the data by town/zip code with the number of growing degree day units for July 15th: 
 
Adams Mills/43821    1698  GDDs 
Conesville/43811       1671 
Coshocton/43812      1618 
Fresno/43824            1569 
Walhonding/43843     1572 
Warsaw/43844          1593 
W. Lafayette/43845   1623 
 
We have a range from 1569 to 1698 GDD units across the county, a difference of 129 units, disregarding micro-climates. 
The difference between areas remains almost the same; there was a difference of 128 last week. Overall, our GDD units 
increased in all of our zip codes by 174 & 175 GDD units; that's pretty even!  
 
Some phenological events that you may be seeing now are the same as last week. As one looks at the GDD units, one 
can see that we are in a bit of a lull where these events listed have already occurred; no phenological events are 
scheduled for a little while on our calendar. 

 Pannicled goldenraintree, full bloom at 1251 GDD units 
 Rose-of-Sharon, first bloom at 1347 
 Pine needle scale, egg hatch (2nd generation) at 1349 

 
 The next phenological event on our calendar is and is probably a week away: 

 Asian long-horned beetle, 50% adult emergence at 1887 GDDs.  
 
This beetle is an invasive species that affects several kinds of trees and has been spotted in Clermont County in 
southern Ohio; strong efforts are underway to keep it contained and eradicate it! For more information, go 
to: http://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/ent-75 
 
For more information on the phenology calendar and GDD units, go to http://www.oardc.ohio-
state.edu/gdd/default.asp The site includes pictures of the plants and insects which can help in identifying specimens.   
 
More pollinator plants are starting to bloom: the common boneset and the rattlesnake master achieved first bloom this 
week; we're watching the Joe Pye weed and giant hyssop. Our butterfly weed re-bloomed - we thought is was finished, 
but more buds opened! Currently it has both flowers and seed pods showing. We are seeing lots of pollinators on the 
Culver's root; wild bergamot (a type of bee balm; purple coneflowers; 'Raspberry Wine' bee balm; milkweed; lamb's ear; 
mountain mint; and others. 
 
We've attached a photo of the rattlesnake master bloom. Because the flowers are so very small, it was hard to tell if it 
had indeed bloomed with the naked eye, but the photo clearly shows the pistils sticking out from the tiny blossoms.  
 



 

 

We've also attached a photo of a grouping of some sort of tussock moth caterpillars in a plastic container. They were 
found on a milkweed leaf and we put the whole leaf into the jar to watch them. They completely devoured the leaf in less 
than 24 hours - another photo is attached. Notice all the black "stuff" at the bottom of the jar - that is frass or caterpillar 
manure; the mass of caterpillars is huddled on the red cap. Unfortunately, we have not yet seen any monarch butterflies, 
eggs or caterpillars on the milkweed or butterfly weed, but we continue to watch. 
 
More informational/identification markers should be in place by the end of next week in the long bed along the walkway 
from the Lake Park office to the park exit - slowly but surely, we'll get those plants marked so everyone can read about 
them for themselves! As always, feel free to ask questions of any of the volunteers when they are there working!   
 
We noticed this week that we have a tenant in the mason bee habitat in the long bed along the walkway (photo 
attached). We'll continue to watch it without disturbing it! 
 
Stay cool - hope it rains! 
 

 
 

 
 
   
 

A tenant in the bee habitat 

Rattlesnake master blooms 

Milkweed tussock moth cats 


