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Good afternoon! 
The weather has indeed been beautiful - but we certainly could use some rain. Tuesday looks like our best chance. If 
you are watering your plants, remember to water deeply. Watering to only a shallow depth will keep the roots closer to 
the surface and make them vulnerable in real drought conditions; watering deeply will allow the roots to grow down to 
the moisture and make for a much stronger plant.  
 
Here is the data by town/zip code with the number of growing degree day units for June 17th: 
 
Adams Mills/43821    1042  GDDs 
Conesville/43811       1029 
Coshocton/43812      998 
Fresno/43824            961 
Walhonding/43843     968  
Warsaw/43844          982 
W. Lafayette/43845   1000 
 
We have a range from 961 to 1042 GDD units across the county, a difference of 81 units, disregarding micro-climates; 
the difference between areas has decreased by 19 units (there was a difference of 100 last week). Overall, our GDD 
units increased about the same amount as last week, 115 to 134 units depending on the area of the county. We still are 
seeing a few days' worth of difference in bloom or emergence times from one area of the county to another, but we are 
at the phenological point where areas are "catching up" with each other because the variations in GDD units accrue so 
quickly with the higher temperatures. A few degrees of difference have a bigger impact when the temps are cooler, but 
are of little difference as the temperatures get into "summer range". 
 
We have just a few plants in bloom to monitor in the phenology garden at this time - several have finished blooming and 
some are in bud and will bloom soon. At the moment, we're watching the cutleaf elderberry, bumald spirea, and butterfly 
weed for the end-of-bloom and for visiting pollinators; the purple coneflower and bee balm should be opening any day - 
these two attract pollinators amazingly well. 
 
Some other phenological events that you may be seeing now or will see soon are: 

 Japanese beetle, adult emergence at 970 GDD units 
 Emerald ash borer, 50% adult emergence at 1000 
 Greenspire littleleaf linden, full bloom at 1047 

  
Events that should be occurring next are: 

 Southern catalpa, full bloom at 1073 GDD units 
 Bottlebrush buckeye, first bloom at 1158 
 Ural falsespirea, first bloom at 1170 

 
We were privileged to witness many honey bees on the deciduous holly blooms near the phenology garden this week - 
the shrub literally buzzed with them! (A picture of the bloom is attached.) There was one "visiting" about every six inches, 
all over the plant. We also saw bees on the butterfly weed; despite its name, it attracts several pollinators.  
 
A picture of a couple of beetles that were seen on the butterfly weed are attached; they tentatively appear to be 
milkweed leaf beetles. We found another beetle out in western county this week; a picture of a click beetle, a strange-
looking insect, is attached. There is another picture attached of some red insects - anyone want to hazard a guess? 



 

 

 
Another plant in bloom in the phenology area is "Balmy Lilac" bee balm (Monarda didyma) - picture attached. It should 
also attract pollinators. 
 
The cicadas are still singing - and flying! Some folks have reported that they have been bothered by them while mowing 
- the insects are likely attracted to the noise of the mower. You may notice some twigs at the ends of tree branches that 
are drooping or hanging down and look dead; this is called flagging and is due to the cicadas laying their eggs in small 
slits in the little twigs, thus killing the twigs. This should not damage mature, healthy trees. When the eggs hatch in a 
short time, the larvae will drop to the ground, burrow deep into the soil and stay there for the next 17 years. There is a 
FAQ sheet available online at at the Coshocton Co. OSU Extension office or online 
at: http://coshocton.osu.edu/sites/coshocton/files/imce/mgv_newsletter/Cicada%20Info%202016_0.pdf     
 
For more information on the phenology calendar and GDD units, go to http://www.oardc.ohio-
state.edu/gdd/default.asp  The site includes pictures of the plants and insects which can help in identifying specimens.   
 
Hoping for some rain for this week!!! 

 

Deciduous holly blooms "Balmy Lilac" bee balm 

What are these bugs? 

Eastern eyed click beetle 
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