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Help Shape the Future of Coshocton County: Comprehensive Land
Use Plan Update

Update the
Land Use Plan

Coshocton County is updating its Comprehensive Land Use Plan, and community input will play a critical role in shaping the county's
future. Residents, business owners, farmers, community leaders, and other stakeholders are encouraged to participate in this

important planning process.

WHAT IS A LAND USE
PLAN?

A land use plan is a long-term guide that helps a community make decisions about how land should be used and developed in the
future. It reflects the community's vision and priorities for growth, preservation, economic development, housing, transportation,

agriculture, natural resources, and quality of life.

Rather than creating laws or regulations, a land use plan provides a framework that local leaders, residents, businesses, and
organizations can use when making decisions about future development and investments.

A comprehensive land use plan typically addresses:

i Agriculture and Farmland Preservation: Protecting productive farmland and supporting the agricultural economy.

#% Residential Development: Identifying areas appropriate for housing and future population growth.

B8 Economic Development: Supporting businesses, jobs, and industry.

& Transportation: Planning for roads, trails, and transportation needs.

@ Natural Resources and Environment: Protecting water quality, forests, wildlife habitat, and open space.

T Community Facilities and Services: Considering parks, schools, utilities, emergency services, and public infrastructure.

COMMUNITY INPUT

In Coshocton County, the land use planning process is designed to be community-driven. Residents help identify what they value
most about the county and what they want it to look like for future generations. Their input is used to develop goals, strategies, and

recommendations that guide future decision-making.

Simply put: A land use plan is a community roadmap for the future, helping ensure that growth, development, and conservation
efforts reflect the values and priorities of the people who live there.
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How the Process Works |gi®

Comprehensive
Land Use Plan

Long Range
Planning

Originally adopted in 2006, Coshocton County's Comprehensive Land Use Plan is being updated through a planning program
facilitated by The Ohio State University Extension Sustainable Development Team. For more than 25 years, Ohio State University
Extension has partnered with communities across Ohio to develop long-range plans that reflect local values, priorities, and goals for
the future. The planning process is being funded through a grant awarded to the Coshocton County Commissioners by the Ohio
Department of Agriculture, supporting the development of an updated countywide land use plan to help guide future growth,

development, and resource conservation efforts.
PLANNING PROCESS

The planning process is guided by four sustainability principles:

¢ Inclusive community engagement

» A long-term perspective with a focus on future generations

* Recognition of the interconnected nature of social, environmental, and economic systems

» Balanced goals that support all three areas

Gathering community input through a series of visioning sessions will be first phase of the project. During these sessions, residents
will have the opportunity to share their ideas, concerns, and hopes for the future of Coshocton County.

Common themes emerging from community feedback identified by the OSU Extension will be used to develop a Coshocton County

Community Vision Report . This report will serve as the foundation for the updated land use plan.

Work groups comprised of Steering Committee members and community volunteers will draft plan chapters based on the themes
identified by residents. Throughout the process, OSU Extension will provide facilitation, technical assistance, and planning expertise,
while local leaders and volunteers contribute their knowledge and vision for the county. Funding for this initiative is provided through

a grant from the Ohio Department of Agriculture.

JOIN US FOR PROJECT LAUNCH!

Date: August 31, 2026

Time: 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Location: Coshocton County Commissioners' Community Room (637 Chestnut Street, Coshocton, OH 43812)

We invite ALL interested community members to attend, learn more about the planning process, and discover ways to become

involved.

Contact Information: Kellie Hayden, Coshocton County OSU Extension Community Development Educator
hayden.27@osu.edu | 740-722-6075
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