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OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 

Greetings Coshocton County: 
 
Spring is in the air!   

SAVE THE DATES! 
National Ag Day Luncheon March 19 @ 
Lake Park Pavilion.  Call for details. 
Beef Quality Assurance March 19 
Zanesville,OH  
Conservation Tillage Conference March 
12-13 Ada, OH  
 

http://coshocton.osu.edu/
http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity


 

 
 

 
 
Friends:  It is with mixed emotions that I must share with you that my time with OSU Extension will be ending 
on February 29, 2024. I have been presented with another opportunity and have accepted it.   I have enjoyed this 
role greatly and have much respect and appreciation for the great work that Extension provides in communities 
all across Ohio.  I am also thankful for the friendships that I have made, grown, and enjoyed in my short time 
here.  My family and I will continue to live here in the county on our small farm in the southwest corner of the 
county.  Thank you, Coshocton County, for allowing me to work with you as your ANR Educator.  
  
Warm regards, 
 

 
 
Chris Allen 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Beef Quality Assurance March 19 at Muskingum 
Livestock, 7:00 PM 
FEBRUARY 26, 2024 | CLIFTON MARTIN 

Are you selling beef animals to be harvested for meat and need to update your Beef Quality 
Assurance Certification? 

The goal of the Ohio Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) program is to increase the competitive base for 
marketing Ohio cattle. Beef Quality Assurance is a program to ensure that beef and dairy cattle are 

https://u.osu.edu/muskingumanr/2024/02/26/beef-quality-assurance-march-19-at-muskingum-livestock-700-pm/
https://u.osu.edu/muskingumanr/author/martin-2422-2/
https://u.osu.edu/muskingumanr/


 

 
 

maintained in a manner which will result in a safe and wholesome beef product for the consumer.  
The Ohio BQA program is set to meet or exceed the NCBA BQA Guidelines. 

Thursday, March 19, 2024 
Program starts at 7:00 PM 

Location: Muskingum Livestock Auction 

No cost, no RSVP needed. 

Beef Quality Assurance | OSU Extension BEEF TEAM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring Planting Weather/Climate Outlook 
  //  C.O.R.N. NEWSLETTER  //  2024-05  //  SPRING PLANTING WEATHER/CLIMATE OUTLOOK 
Spring is quickly approaching. The question is, what is in store for planting season from Mother 
Nature? 
We have a strong El Niño ongoing in the eastern Pacific Ocean but it is weakening quickly and 
should end during planting season. Often effects in the atmosphere can linger a bit longer. The 
years where strong El Niño events come to an end in spring include 2016, 1998, 1982, 1973, 
1958 and 1878. You can see this in the first graphic below.  

https://u.osu.edu/beefteam/bqa/
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2024-05


 

 
 

 
However,as we go into summer and autumn, there is a growing chance of a  La Niña returning 
which is opposite of El Niño. This means 1958 and 1878 drop off and you can see the summer 
and autumn precipitation results in images below.  



 

 
 

  



 

 
 

 
The message is the above normal temperatures are expected to remain with us for most of 
2024. Precipitation is likely to turn from drier than normal to slightly wetter than normal through 
our spring plant in Ohio (not as dry as 2023). As we get into the growing season uncertainty 
grows for rainfall as it looks like Ohio is likely to experience wide fluctuations with some areas 
slightly wetter than normal while other areas see potentially some drought development. Since 
Mother Nature is mad in the oceans right now with extreme water temperature changes, this 
could stress crop yields more in the eastern Ohio Valley in 2024 versus 2023. 



 

 
 

 

Map 
Our vegetative greening up is running 20 days ahead of schedule now and is already into 
Kentucky. We expect this 10-20 day ahead of schedule greening up to continue through March. 
See latest green up image provided by the USGS with NOAA data. You can see the data 
anytime at  https://www.usanpn.org/files/npn/maps/six-leaf-index-anomaly.png 
Finally, the question is what about the last spring freeze date in 2024? Typically we see the last 
hard freeze in April. Right now, most data says a near normal April date is most likely. We do 
not see a late hard freeze into May this year as of now. 
You can get all the official climate outlooks from NOAA's Climate Prediction Center 
at https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov . 
 
 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.usanpn.org/files/npn/maps/six-leaf-index-anomaly.png__;!!KGKeukY!0cZnH__UVreXv7flm4mUpiuGgJbKIZ0q5bEjJyylpGPhP8vYBDPzFSDz8KR3MXw3fBUVUnIA6kKluwmA_efJFGIfFw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov__;!!KGKeukY!0cZnH__UVreXv7flm4mUpiuGgJbKIZ0q5bEjJyylpGPhP8vYBDPzFSDz8KR3MXw3fBUVUnIA6kKluwmA_efszPLVnw$


 

 
 

EPA’s Existing Stocks Order for Dicamba Use in 
2024 
//  C.O.R.N. NEWSLETTER  //  2024-05  //  EPA’S EXISTING STOCKS ORDER FOR DICAMBA USE 
IN 2024 
On February 6th, 2024 the registration of the three dicamba products labeled for over-the-top 
applications (OTT) in soybean were vacated by a federal court in Arizona. Read more about this 
in the previous C.O.R.N. newsletter, “Dicamba registration vacated.” 
On February 14th, the EPA issued an existing stocks order, which stated that dicamba ordered, 
packaged, and ready for shipment prior to the registration vacation can be sold and used in the 
upcoming growing season. An in-depth overview of this order can be found here, “EPA issues 
"existing stocks" order for over-the-top dicamba use.” 
In Ohio, the dates for sale and use of existing stocks of XtendiMax, Engenia, or Tavium for use 
on dicamba-tolerant soybean (ordered or in possession as of February 6th, 2024) are as 
follows: 

• May 31st, 2024 – last date for sale and distribution 
• June 30th, 2024 – last date for use 

At present, preemergence applications remain legal and only OTT applications are in question. 
There are a few potential next steps based on the history of these types of cases. The court 
could be asked to review the existing stocks order in an effort to remove the ability for OTT use 
in 2024. Another possibility is an appeal of the initial court order by the EPA, which the agency 
must file within 30 days of the February 6 federal court decision. 
If you would like more frequent updates about this evolving situation, we will be releasing legal 
and weed management information related to this situation on our respective websites. 

• Click this link to subscribe to the OSU Weed Management website - subscribe button on the 
right-hand side of the page. 

• Click this link to subscribe to the Farm Office blog - subscribe button on the right-hand side 
of the page. 

For questions related to this topic or other weed management concerns, reach out to Alyssa 
Essman at essman.42@osu.edu or (614) 247-5810. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2024-05
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2024-04/dicamba-registration-vacated
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-02/dicamba-notice-existing-stocks-order_02142024.pdf
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/epa-issues-existing-stocks-order-over-top-dicamba-use
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/epa-issues-existing-stocks-order-over-top-dicamba-use
https://u.osu.edu/osuweeds/
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog
mailto:essman.42@osu.edu


 

 
 

Ohio’s Premier Ag Conference March 12-13 in Ada 
//  C.O.R.N. NEWSLETTER  //  2024-05  //  OHIO’S PREMIER AG CONFERENCE MARCH 12-13 IN 
ADA 

 
Sixty outstanding presenters with topics on agronomic crops, soil health, nutrient management, 
water quality, carbon, and precision agriculture technology will bring approximately 800 
participants to Ada, Ohio March 12-13. The Conservation Tillage and Technology Conference 
will be held for the 32nd year at Ohio Northern University. A great opportunity to listen, learn 
and network with farmers, Certified Crop Advisers, industry representatives, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service professionals, university professors and students, and about 25 Exhibitors 
will gather for this event. 
The opening General Session will start at 8:30 a.m. on March 12. Master Farmer Awards and 
the Ohio CCA of the Year will be announced. Alex Harrell, record holding producer of 206 
bushels per acre soybeans and Ohio Department of Agriculture Director Brian Baldridge will 
speak. Four concurrent sessions will begin at 10:00 a.m. The Tuesday sessions include Soil 
Health, Cover Crops and No-till; Nutrient Management; Agronomic Crop Management; and 
Precision Agriculture & Technology. 
The four sessions on Wednesday will begin at 8:30 a.m., and end about 4:30 p.m. Sessions will 
include: Soil Health, Cover Crops and No-till; Agronomic Crop Management; Water Quality; and 
Climate, Carbon, and Soil Health. The full program and registration details are at: ctc.osu.edu. 
The registration of $100 ($150 after March 1) also includes later access to all recorded 
presentations from about April 15 to July 1. CCA credits will be included, a tremendous value for 
crop consultants. Certified Livestock Manager credits will be offered for presentations as well. 
CTTC thanks essential sponsors including Ohio Corn & Wheat, Ohio Soybean Council, Pioneer, 
Brandt, Calmer Corn Heads, Fennig Equipment, Seed Consultants, AgCredit, The Nature 
Conservancy, Farm Science Review, and The Andersons. Of course, OSU, USDA-NRCS, and 
SWCDs provide the foundation for this two-day conference. 
Go to ctc.osu.edu today to study the full program and register or check with your county OSU 
Extension office. See the brochure and planned program for more information. Don’t miss out 
this year on northwest Ohio’s largest agronomy conference. 
 
 
 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2024-05
http://ctc.osu.edu/
https://agcrops.osu.edu/sites/agcrops/files/imce/2024%20CTC%20brochure.pdf
https://agcrops.osu.edu/sites/agcrops/files/newsletter_article/image/CTC%202024%20B.jpg


 

 
 

OSU Extension Launches New Food Business Central Online Course 
By Emily Marrison, Assistant Professor and Extension Educator- Family & Consumer Sciences in 
Coshocton County 

Are you a baker ready to sell your home-baked goods? Are you a farmer looking for value-added 
opportunities for crops you’ve grown or livestock you’ve raised? Are you an entrepreneur aiming to use 
local agricultural products to make value-added foods? The new Food Business Central online course 
through Ohio State University Extension can equip you with knowledge and strategies to launch a 
successful farm-raised or home-based food business in Ohio. 

Navigating food regulations, establishing a new business, and applying best practices for food safety can 
be challenges for food entrepreneurs. “Many people interested in starting a food business aren’t sure 
where to turn first,” says Emily Marrison, OSU Extension Family and Consumer Sciences Educator and 
course development team member. “This course is designed to serve as a centralized hub to connect 
participants to information and resources regarding all types of food products they might want to make 
and sell.” 

OSU Extension experts will help you develop a Food Business Action Plan and learn what you need to 
start off organized, safe, compliant, and strategic. The self-paced course focuses on several food types 
including cottage foods and baked goods, canned foods, meat, poultry, eggs, and more. Throughout the 
course participants will consider key questions and develop action steps to take on their journey to start 
a food business. As food entrepreneurs complete the course, they will have the answers they need to 
complete a business plan with help from their local Small Business Development Center. The cost of the 
course is $25, and registration is at go.osu.edu/foodbusinesscentral . 
The development of the Food Business Central online course has been funded through a grant from North 
Central Extension Risk Management Education. This assistance comes from the United States Department 
of Agriculture through the National Institute of Food and Agriculture to develop resources that help 
farmers and ranchers effectively manage risk in their operations. Click here for informational flyer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://go.osu.edu/foodbusinesscentral
https://u.osu.edu/ohioagmanager/files/2024/02/Food_Business_Central_Course_Promotional_Flyer-e9e363deb6074544.pdf


 

 
 

Where Do the Sharps Go? 
Dr. Russ Daly, Professor, South Dakota State University Extension Veterinarian, State Public Health 
Veterinarian 
(Previously published online with South Dakota State University Extension: October 3, 2023) 

 

(Image Source: FDA) 
I Gave My Animal A Shot. Now What? 
Animals receive shots for various reasons throughout their life, just like people. Sometimes they are used 
to prevent diseases, in the case of vaccinations; and sometimes they are used to help an animal recover 
from a bacterial illness, as with antibiotics. Regardless of why the animal received a shot, it is important 
to dispose of the needle in a safe way. Other sharp items such as scalpel blades used to perform various 
medical procedures on animals should be disposed of safely as well. Needles, scalpel blades, and other 
sharp items are sometimes referred to as “sharps.” They can inadvertently injure people and/or expose 
them to potentially harmful substances (e.g. blood, medicines, etc.) if they are not disposed of carefully. 
Remember, disposal methods can vary by state, county, and city so please check with your local landfill or 
waste disposal service to verify approved methods of household disposal. 

Are Sharps Considered Medical Waste? 
Sharps used in livestock husbandry practices are considered medical or infectious waste. The 
Administrative Rules of South Dakota (ARSD) 74:27:07:01(41A) use the definition in the Code of Federal 
Regulations 40 CFR §60.51c to define medical/infectious waste as: 
“Any waste generated in the diagnosis, treatment, or immunization of human beings or animals, in research 
pertaining thereto, or in the production or testing of biologicals…Sharps that have been used in animal or 
human patient care or treatment or in medical, research, or industrial laboratories, including hypodermic 
needles, syringes (with or without the attached needle), Pasteur pipettes, scalpel blades, blood vials, needles 
with attached tubing, and culture dishes (regardless of presence of infectious agents).” 
How Do You Safely Discard Used Sharps? 
Now that we know “what” we are dealing with, what do we actually do with it on the farm? 
1. THE CONTAINER 
All sharps should be placed into a puncture-proof, leak-proof container. This can be either a purchased 
sharps container (Figure 1) or a household container (Figure 2). If you use a household container, it must 
be puncture-proof, leak-resistant plastic with a tight-fitting lid that is properly labeled to warn of the 
medical waste inside the container, for example “Used Sharps”. 
2. DISINFECT CONTAINER 
The Administrative Rules of South Dakota (ARSD) 74:27:13:17 require that medical/infectious waste be 
rendered non-infectious prior to disposal in a municipal solid waste landfill. To accomplish this, pour 
bleach into the container and let it soak for 15-30 minutes. If using a laundry detergent bottle, it may be 

https://extension.sdstate.edu/where-do-sharps-go
https://sdlegislature.gov/Rules/Administrative/74:27:07:01
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/chapter-I/subchapter-C/part-60#se40.7.60_151c
https://sdlegislature.gov/Rules/Administrative/74:27:13:17


 

 
 

easier to pour the bleach in the container if the pour spout is cut out. Then carefully pour the bleach 
down the sink or toilet (or leave it in container). It is recommended to wear gloves and use the cap to 
ensure sharps do not fall out and injure you. 
3. SEAL CONTAINER 
Now that the contents are considered “non-infectious” from the bleach, seal the container. Secure the lid 
on the container with a sufficient amount of duct tape to guarantee the contents will not be spilled during 
transport and disposal. The goal is to ensure the safety of any person that may come into contact with the 
sharps container. 
4. DISPOSE OF CONTAINER 
Once the container is properly sealed you have a couple options: 

1. If your garbage is picked up and disposed of in one of the fifteen regional municipal solid 
waste landfills, the container may be placed in the regular garbage container for pickup. 
Small town dumps or disposal sites are not permitted to accept medical waste, so please 
contact your local waste management service to verify that they use one of the fifteen 
regional landfills. 

2. Ask your veterinarian if they take used sharps for disposal. Many veterinarians have a 
contracted service for disposing of medical/infectious waste. 

Why is Proper Disposal Important? 
Proper disposal of used sharps from livestock husbandry practices is about minimizing risks. Proper 
disposal minimizes the risk of injury to people and animals, both on the farm and during disposal 
processes carried out by waste disposal company employees handling sharps containers. Additionally, all 
livestock quality assurance programs (e.g. BQA, PQA, and SSQA) recommend proper disposal of used 
sharps to continually ensure the safety of the meat products these animals provide us. As good stewards 
of the animals, the food or fiber these animals provide, and the environmental resources we manage, 
proper disposal of used sharps is just one simple practice that producers and veterinarians take 
responsibility for on a daily basis. 
Questions? 
Producers and veterinarians with questions about “medical/infectious waste” disposal may contact 
the South Dakota Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources Waste Management Program at 605-
773-3153. 
Editors Note: Although this piece is written in a manner that directly reflects the rules and regulations of 
disposing sharps safely in the state of South Dakota, it does provide basic best management practices. For 
those interested in learning more about the regulations in your home state, be sure to consult with your 
local Extension agent. 
 
 
 
 
Did you know??  The little oinker… 
 
Ohio has an inventory of 2.75 million pigs!  That’s some serious Bacon! 
That ranks Ohio as the number 8 state for production of hogs and pigs. 

https://danr.sd.gov/Environment/WasteManagement/SolidWaste/Landfills.aspx
https://danr.sd.gov/Environment/WasteManagement/SolidWaste/Landfills.aspx
https://danr.sd.gov/Environment/WasteManagement/
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