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http://www.ohioagriculture.gov/oda3/_Apps/
Pest_AllInOne/Recert.aspx 
     Researchers at the University of Nebraska 
have developed soybean crops resistant to 
dicamba (Banvel). The researchers anticipate 
that the new technology will help fight weeds 
that have become resistant to glyphosate 
(Roundup). According to Don Weeks, one of 
the researchers, the dicamba resistance trait 
should be commercially available in soybeans 
in 2010, if approval is received from USDA, 
EPA and FDA. 
     For any updates or breaking information 
relating to Extension or agriculture, be sure to 
read the Saturday edition of the Coshocton 
Tribune, listen to the OSU Extension Report on 
WTNS (99.3 FM) on Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m. 
or check out the OSU Extension, Coshocton 
County website at http://coshocton.osu.edu 
     Please welcome Kim Gress to the OSU  
Extension, Coshocton County office as the new 
EFNEP Program Assistant. The Expanded Food 
and Nutrition Education  Program is a nutrition 
education program that targets low income 
homemakers/individuals with children who are 
responsible for planning and preparing the  
family’s food. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Mark Mechling 
Extension Educator, Agriculture & Natural 
Resources and Community Development 
Muskingum and Coshocton Counties 

Dear Farm Business Manager, 
 

     The dry weather has been the main topic so 
far this growing season. This newsletter        
addresses several issues relating to the dry    
conditions. 
     For those short on forage, some central Ohio 
producers have had success with establishing 
oats in early August to produce forage for     
harvesting or grazing in the autumn. This is an 
economical option for fields coming out of 
wheat grain. Spring triticale will also produce 
well in the autumn, but seed cost is much higher 
than for oats. Wheat, rye, and winter triticale will 
only produce significant forage in the spring and 
are poor options for autumn forage. 
     No-till seeding 2 bushels per acre of oats with 
100 pounds per acre of urea can yield 2.0 to 2.5 
tons of dry matter/acre by early to mid-October 
when the oats should be in boot to early heading 
stage. Oats can be grazed, or made into silage or 
balage after cutting and wilting. Small grain 
forage (boot stage) has more energy and about 
the same crude protein content as high quality 
alfalfa. Call the office for more details. 
     Licensed pesticide applicators will be able to 
view their recertification status on-line. The 
Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) has  
developed a site for applicators to see their credit 
status. The applicator enters their license number 
to see how many credits they have accumulated 
and what they still need to complete recertifica-
tion. The system is for both private and        
commercial applicators. To see the page, go to: 

What’s Going On 
 

�� July 4, Independence Day 
Observed 

�� July 14, Ohio Sheep Day, 
Wooster Ohio, 
614.246.8293 

�� July 14, Coshocton Co. 
Farm Bureau Safety Day 
and Ice Cream Social, 
4:00-7:00 p.m. Fair-
grounds 

�� July 24, Ohio Beef Heifer 
Development Program. 
Contact Ohio Cattlemen’s 
Assoc: 614.873.6736 

�� July 31, Pasture Walk, 
Locke Sheep Farm,     
6:45 pm 

�� Aug 1-12, Ohio State Fair 
�� Aug. 21, Dairy Service 

Unit meeting, 7:30 pm, 
CSB 

�� Aug. 28, Pasture Walk, 
Owen Miller Farm,     
6:45 pm 

�� Sept. 18-20,               
Farm Science Review 

�� Sept. 28– Oct. 4,   
Coshocton County Fair 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:  
Coshocton County Agriculture & 

Natural Resources Newsletter 

July– August 2007        Volume 8, Issue 4 

Coshocton County Pasture Walks 
     Join us for a series of pasture walks sponsored by the Coshocton SWCD, USDA-NRCS and OSU  
Extension. Bring a friend and learn more about management intensive grazing. No cost, but please 
RSVP to the Coshocton SWCD office at 740.622.8087, Ext. 4.  See you there! 

�� June 28, 6:45 p.m. Craig Powell Farm, CR 93, Fresno, OH. 

�� July 31, 6:45 p.m., Leon & Karen Locke Farm (Sheep), 25539 TR 113, Warsaw, OH 

�� August 28, 6:45 p.m., Owen Miller Farm (Grass-based dairy), 33578 TR 231, Baltic, OH 
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Frogeye, Not Rust, Found in Ohio Soybean Sentinel Plots 
Candace Pollock, OSU News 

 

     Ohio State University’s soybean sentinel plot program, established in 2005 to track soybean rust (still a no-show in Ohio), 
is fulfilling its purpose as the first line of defense against more immediate, threatening diseases. One of those is frogeye leaf 
spot. 
     The foliar disease, rare in Ohio, was recently identified at one of the 45 sentinel plot locations. “This is one of the clear 
benefits of this sentinel plot program. We can find and detect a disease long before controls need to be implemented,” said 
Anne Dorrance, an Ohio State University plant pathologist with the Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center. 
Dorrance, who also holds an Ohio State University Extension appointment, was one of several university researchers       
instrumental in establishing the national program of sentinel plots. 
     The early detection of frogeye is helpful for growers who can now begin scouting their fields for any potential problems. 
Although uncommon in Ohio, the disease has been showing up more frequently the past several seasons, and can greatly 
impact susceptible soybean varieties. Last year was the first time growers suffered economic losses to frogeye -- anywhere 
from 10 percent to 30 percent yield losses on 300,000 acres. 
     “The good news is we scored varieties in the Soybean Variety Performance Trials last year and over 90 percent of the 
entries had high levels of resistance,” said Dorrance. “We don’t expect a similar economic problem this year, but it is good to 
monitor the situation.” 
     The frogeye pathogen survives in crop residue and makes its appearance in mid to late July, affecting leaves and some-
times spreading to stems and pods. Frogeye lesions are distinct from other soybean foliar diseases in that they have a gray-
silver center surrounded by a cranberry-red border.  
     Growers can manage frogeye by: 

�� Practicing tillage to bury crop residue and reduce the amount of disease inoculum. 
�� Practicing crop rotation. 
�� Planting resistant varieties. 

     “Conditions for the next few weeks are predicted to be hot and dry. Frogeye requires moisture and tends to infect young 
new leaves as opposed to older leaves,” said Dorrance. “For the next few weeks we will be surveying the state to determine 
how widespread this is and if fungicides will be needed.” 
     For future updates on frogeye and other soybean foliar diseases, log on to Ohio State University’s Agronomic Crops 
Team Web site at http://agcrops.osu.edu. 

Wheat Harvest Tips and Conditions 
Jim Beuerlein, Pierce Paul, Dennis Mills, C.O.R.N Newsletter 2007-19 

 

     The wheat crop is drying down very fast and harvest has already begun in some parts of the state. As harvest continues 
over the next few weeks, growers should keep their eyes on the weather and the moisture content of the grain to ensure good 
quality wheat. 
     Wheat grain is about 30 percent moisture when it reaches physiological maturity and can be harvested efficiently and  
easily when the grain moisture is between 14 and 20 percent. Harvesting above 20 percent grain moisture increases kernel 
damage, and reduces storability, test weight and germination percentage. Delaying harvest past the time that grain reaches 14 
percent moisture reduces yield about one-fourth bushel per acre per day, increases cutterbar loss, and decreases test weight 
each time the grain is wetted by rain or very heavy dew. 
     Exposure of the grain to rain after maturity may lead to sprouting and mold development. Also, the risk of loss by bird 
and rodent feeding increases as does the potential loss due to fire, hail, high wind, and other weather factors. Yield, test 
weight, germination percent, grain quality, and harvest efficiency are greatest when the grain moisture is between 14 and 20 
percent moisture at harvest. Within that range wheat grain moisture decreases about one percentage point per day with     
normal weather conditions. 
     Plan to complete harvest before the grain moisture drops below 14 percent and before it starts raining. Assuming that 
ideal harvest conditions last for six days enables one to estimate the moisture level at which harvest must start. If the crop 
can be harvested in two days, harvest can be delayed until the grain reaches 16 percent moisture. For a crop that will require 
six or more days to harvest, threshing should start when the grain reaches 20 percent moisture. 
     Check combine thoroughly for worn or broken parts that should be replaced and then lubricate according to the operators’ 
manual. Adjust cylinder speed, concave clearance, fan speed, and screens for wheat. Service the motor and remove any   
combustible material from the motor compartment to make the machine field ready so harvest can start on time and at the 
proper grain moisture content. 
     Wheat is unusually short this year due to the low temperatures during the stem extension phase (jointing through head 
emergence). Plant height varies across most fields and the grain table will need to be very low. The secondary tillers are  
always shorter than the main tiller, so it is prudent to check their height and be sure they are collected in to the grain table. 



Drought and Heat Stressing Corn 
Peter Thomison, State Specialist, Corn Production  C.O.R.N 2007-18 

     The combination of high temperatures and         
inadequate moisture has created severe stress in many 
corn fields across Ohio. As dry weather continues, 
more corn fields are showing signs of moisture stress 
with leaf rolling evident during midday hours. In many 
stressed fields, soil moisture is available but it appears 
beyond reach of most corn roots. Current weather  
conditions are inhibiting root development. In addition 
to water deficits, high soil temperatures are limiting 
root growth near the soil surface. The corn canopy 
shades the soil surface and moderates soil               
temperatures, but many corn fields have yet to canopy. 
Plants with root systems restricted to the upper four to 
five inches of the soil profile are stunted. Thunder-
storms early this week may bring some relief but   
forecasts call for more dry weather later. 
     Yield losses to moisture stress can be directly    
related to the number of days that the crop shows 
stress symptoms during different growth periods. Iowa 
research by Claassen and Shaw on effects of drought 
on grain yields in corn is widely used in estimating the 
potential impact of water stress on yield potential.  
According to this Iowa research, drought stress during 
early vegetative growth usually has a negligible impact 
on grain yield. Some corn agronomists contend that 
mild drought during June may even be beneficial   
because roots generally grow downward more strongly 
as surface soils dry, and the crop benefits from the 
greater amount of sunlight that accompanies dry 
weather. However, during later vegetative stages, 
when kernel numbers per ear are determined, plants 
become more sensitive to stress. According to     
Claassen and Shaw's findings, four days of stress (i.e. 
corn wilted for four consecutive days) at the 12th-14th 
leaf stage has the potential of reducing yields by 5-10 

percent. 
     Kernel row numbers on the ear are                
determined by the 12th collared leaf stage and the     
potential number of  kernels per row is complete about 
one week before silking. Corn planted in April and early 
May will reach the reproductive phase of corn develop-
ment in about 2 to 3 weeks. This is the period of       
development (i.e. tasseling, silking and pollination) 
which is most sensitive to moisture stress. To get a    
better understanding of why this period is so sensitive to 
drought, consider the water requirements of corn during 
the growing season shown below. A corn crop in Ohio   
typically uses 20 to 22 inches of water during the    
growing season and water requirements vary according 
to the stage of development. Corn reaches its peak water 
use during pollination when plants are silking. 
 

Water Use Rates for Corn at Different Growth Stages 
 

Growth Stage  Water Use Rate (inches/day) 
Prior to 12-leaf stage  < 0.20 
12-leaf       0.24 
Early Tassel      0.28 
Silking       0.30 
Blister Kernel      0.26 
Milk       0.24 
Dent       0.20 
Full Dent      0.18 
 

     For more on effects of effects of dry weather during 
the mid to late vegetative stages of corn development 
check out the following article: Nafziger, E. 2007. 
"Good" Stress or "Bad" Stress? the Bulletin: Pest     
Management & Crop Development Information for  
Illinois. Univ. of Illinois. [On-Line]. Available at http://
www.ipm.uiuc.edu/bulletin/article.php?id=771 

Nutrient Deficiencies Popping-Up 
Robert Mullen, Edwin Lentz, C.O.R.N Newsletter 2007-19 

 

     Some areas of the state are reporting sporadic nutrient deficiencies and the question is what can be done about it? Dry soil 
conditions can result in nutrient issues that manifest themselves as deficiencies in a crop. A good example of this is manganese 
deficiency in soybean. Dry soil conditions cause manganese to form manganese oxide that is unavailable to plants. Extended 
periods of dry conditions can cause this to be serious enough that the crop exhibits the deficiency symptoms. The symptoms are 
typically found on the well drained areas of the field or on the high spots or ridges. Manganese deficiency symptoms are also 
usually associated with high soil pH. Foliar application of manganese solutions can help overcome the deficiency with yield 
benefits, but it may take more than one application of the foliar solution to solve the problem (unless of course it starts to rain). 
     Dry soil conditions also lead to other more exotic problems that we are not accustomed to seeing in Ohio’s agricultural fields. 
One such deficiency is magnesium deficiency. There have been reports of magnesium deficiency in Northwest Ohio this year. 
Soils that are exceptionally dry can cause soil pH to drop and induce a magnesium deficiency. To identify the cause of the    
problem, tissue sampling and soil sampling should be conducted from both unaffected and affected areas of the field. In all    
likelihood, a soil pH problem will be revealed through soil testing. Soil pH issues will have to be rectified this fall through the 
application of lime. 
     These two examples illustrate that nutrient deficiencies are not necessarily due to a simple absence of the nutrient in question, 
but the deficiency is most likely due to some other underlying factor like low soil moisture (or high soil moisture) or soil pH 
issues. 
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Electric Fence Review 
Rory Lewandowski, Extension Educator, Athens County 

 

     For many graziers using rotational grazing, the electric fence is a critical component of the total system.  I know of       
examples where just 1 or 2 strands of electrified high tensile wire are serving as a perimeter fence along a road.  The grazier is 
trusting in the electrical system and the prior experience/training livestock have received to insure the fence is not crossed.  In 
wet years, there are a lot of electrical fence systems that can do an adequate job. Soils with good moisture insure that the   
animal is well grounded, and when wet nose meets a wire, even if the voltage is not high, a good circuit is made and the    
resulting shock can convince an animal that the grass is not really greener on the other side.  In dry years, like we are currently 
experiencing, marginal electrical fence systems may not maintain the desired voltage.  Dry soils don’t provide the same 
grounding between animal and fence.  Fences that might not be challenged in a year with plentiful forage may be tested in dry 
years with limited forage growth.  During dry years we talk about slowing rotations down and even holding animals in one 
paddock as a sacrifice area until grass growth allows the rotation to be resumed.  Can your fence keep your livestock from 
moving to where the grass really is greener? 
     Although many graziers have learned the basics of electric fencing, most of us can benefit from a review every now and 
then.  The basic components of your electric fence system that should be evaluated include: the fence energizer/charger, 
ground rods, and the fence wire.  In grazing schools you will hear that the fence energizer/charger is the “heart” of the electric 
fence system.  The beginning grazier will avoid some frustrations by spending the necessary money for high quality           
energizer/charger.  When the time comes to replace the current energizer/charger this is not the place to cut budget corners. 
     Size the energizer/charger to handle your current fencing system, plus some room for growth.  I know graziers that have 
significantly increased the amount of electric fence they are running over the years.  Sometimes the fence has increased as a 
result of expanded pasture acreage; sometimes the fence has increased as a result of more internal divisions as paddock    
numbers increase.  Sometimes, it is both.  As the amount of fence grows, graziers should check to make sure that the energizer 
they have is adequate for the amount of fence they are asking it to charge. 
     Graziers should be checking the voltage on the fence to make sure it carries a voltage adequate to deter livestock from 
crossing.  Figures that I have heard thrown around regarding voltage levels and various livestock species include 1600 to 2000 
volts for cattle, 3000 volts minimum on electric netting for sheep and goats and 4000+ volts on high tensile fence for 
sheep/goats.  I also know of sheep/goat producers who maintain 7000+ volts on their fence.  The point here is to evaluate the 
charger/energizer as fencing needs grow/change and either fence to include another charger/energizer in the system, or add a 
larger charger/energizer to handle the increased fence.  There are many ways to evaluate chargers/ energizers, but one method 
is to look at output in joules.  Also remember that when a product is advertised by the miles of fence it can energize, this   
includes one wire.  If multiple wires are energized, these must be added together.  Four strands of high tensile wire around a 
mile perimeter with 2 hot strands accounts for 2 miles of energized wire. 
     One component of the electric fence system that is sometimes overlooked is the ground rods.  The full capacity of the 
charger/energizer will not be utilized unless there is a good ground system in place.  In a dry year, it is critical to have the  
correct number of ground rods, properly spaced installed to help keep enough voltage on fences.  What is the correct ground 
rod system?  A general rule of thumb says to install a minimum of 3 feet of ground rod per joule of energizer output capacity.  
For example, if I have a 15-joule energizer, this requires 45 feet of ground rods. Generally either galvanized or copper rods in 
6 to 8 foot lengths are used.  This energizer would require 6 to 8 ground rods depending upon if a 6 or 8-foot ground rod was 
used.  If copper rods are used make sure to use a copper wire from the energizer ground terminal to the ground rod.  If       
different metals are mixed, electrolysis can occur and the effectiveness of the grounding system is reduced, so stick with either 
galvanized or copper.  Ground rods should be driven in their full length, or if rocky soils don’t permit this, driven in at an  
angle so that essentially the rods are lying in a trench.  Ground rods should be at least 10 feet apart and 40 to 50 feet away 
from any other existing grounds.  Ground rods should be tied together in a system, connected with wire between rods.  Try to 
locate ground rods in an area that is likely to stay moist.  Northern exposures under building drip lines often work well.  In 
drought situations, it may be a good idea to water your ground rod areas to increase the effectiveness of your electric fence. 
     Finally evaluate the fence itself.  Remember that as the diameter of the fence wire decreases, there is more resistance to 
push electric current around the fence.  Polywire is very handy stuff but it should not be used to carry the charge long        
distances.  Use high tensile wire to carry the charge and for perimeter fencing and polywire to hook on to the high tensile wire 
for internal paddock divisions.  Graziers should also be aware that if barbed wire is used in an electric fence system, each of 
those barbs is siphoning off some of the electricity.  Efficiency is reduced.  Voltage will be dropping in the fence as distance 
and amount of fence increases.  Check to make sure the galvanized coating on the fence wire is intact.  Rust is an enemy of 
electric fences. 
     Electric fence technology has allowed many graziers to more effectively utilize pastures and their management ability.  
Graziers need to periodically evaluate the energizer, ground rods and fence wire components of their electric fence system to 
insure fences are operating efficiently and serving as effective barriers for livestock. 
 
References: Beef Cattle Handbook, BCH-6201: Fence Systems for Grazing Managemen and Kencove Farm Fence Supplies Catalog 
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Useful Agriculture Websites 
 

 

Coshocton Co. OSU Ext. Home Page~  http://coshocton .osu.edu  

Farm Management Update Newsletter ~  http://ohioline.osu.edu/fm-news 

Farm Service Agency ~     www.fsa.usda.gov 

Ohioline ~     http://ohioline.osu.edu 

Ohio Department of Natural Resources ~  www.dnr.state.oh.us 

Ohio Pork Information Center ~   http://porkinfo.osu.edu 

OSU Ash Alert ~     http://ashalert.osu.edu 

OSU Extension Beef Team ~   http://beef.osu.edu 

Ohio Woodland Stewards Program ~  http://woodlandstewards.osu.edu 

Sheep Team Newsletter ~     http://knox.osu.edu/ag/sheep.html 

Soil & Water Conservation District~   www.coshoctonswcd.org 
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Harvesting Stressed Alfalfa and Other Forages 
Mark Sulc, Forage Specialist, OSU Extension 

 

     I have received several calls about harvesting alfalfa that appears to be under stress from dry weather. Alfalfa usually has a 
strong capacity to continue growth under dry conditions, and we would normally expect alfalfa to be growing better than it is 
at this stage in a dry cycle. The late spring frost injury combined with the first harvest taken before the crop had a chance to 
replenish taproot reserves has likely contributed to the weak regrowth now being observed. 
     Many alfalfa stands were cut in mid- to late-May, which in a normal year is ideal timing. Unfortunately, the late killing 
spring frost this year resulted in alfalfa plants having to initiate new growth all over again. That required a lot of energy from 
the plant at a time when taproot reserves were low. So the mid- to late-May cutting was actually like an early harvest stress in 
terms of the physiological condition of the plant. This has likely contributed to the weak regrowth of many alfalfa stands,  
especially those that were cut last autumn or have additional stress factors such as suboptimal fertility and pH. 
     Many stands don’t appear to be growing any more, but that does not mean the plants are sitting idle. Alfalfa stems stop 
elongating during the initial phases of moisture stress, but the plant continues to manufacture carbohydrates and protein that 
are stored in the root system since they are not being used to produce top growth. Allowing those reserves to accumulate a 
little longer will benefit alfalfa plant health and longevity. I encourage growers to allow the alfalfa to get close to full bloom 
stage before taking the second cutting this year. Allow at least a 35-day interval from the first harvest. 
     Once the alfalfa is well into bloom stage and there is enough harvestable forage to economically justify a hay cutting, then 
go ahead and harvest it. The forage will probably be higher in quality than normal growth in full bloom because of the stems 
are short and fine. If fencing is available, controlled grazing of drought-stressed alfalfa stands is a very economical way to 
utilize the forage that is present, but bloat prevention strategies should be employed. 
     Other forages are also showing signs of drought stress. Red clover is not as tolerant to the combined effects of drought and 
heat stress as alfalfa. Cutting during periods of hot and dry weather can weaken red clover plants and may cause stand       
reductions. If feed is badly needed, red clover stands can be lightly grazed during drought stress. 
     When cutting or grazing birdsfoot trefoil during periods of heat and drought stress, be extra careful to harvest when plants 
are at least in mid-bloom stage and leave a full 3-inch stubble. Birdsfoot trefoil maintains relatively low levels of reserve   
carbohydrates in the roots and crowns during the summer. Cutting or grazing when plants are well into bloom stage and    
leaving sufficient leaf area will improve its regrowth potential. 
     Grass growth has also been slowed by dry weather in many areas. Established orchardgrass and tall fescue have better  
regrowth after first harvest than species like ryegrass or timothy that are less tolerant of dry conditions. Established grass 
stands can survive through drought conditions and regrow once rains return. 

http: / /coshocton.osu.edu 
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2007 Summer Farm Tours and Workshops 
 

     A farm that makes its own biodiesel, cattle and poultry that thrive on grass, and sheep and goats that transform weeds 
into pasture highlight the 2007 summer series of tours and workshops sponsored by Ohio State University’s Sustainable 
Agriculture Team. Soil health, organic grains and forest management also fill the bill, which started June 13 and runs 
through October 10.  

• July 26, Pasture Management and Reclaiming Land with Ruminants, Herman and Nancy Schul farm, 21458 Varner Rd., 
Guysville, 7-9 p.m., free, (740) 667-3336. Using sheep and goats to reclaim land overrun with brushy and invasive plants 
and turn it into productive pasture. Also: forest management, including crop tree management, forestry cost-share       
programs and chainsaw safety.  
• Aug. 30, Organic Grain Research Field Day, West Badger Farm, Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center 
(OARDC), 1518 Barnard Rd., Wooster, 1-4 p.m., free, (330) 202-3528. Presented by scientists with OARDC’s Organic 
Food and Farming Education and Research program, now in its ninth year. Tour organic grain plots and   compare      
different production methods.  
• Sept. 27, Soil Health and Quality Workshop in Wayne County, Fisher Auditorium, OARDC, 1680 Madison Ave., 
Wooster, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m., $25 (includes lunch and books). Call Alan Sundermeier, (419) 354-9050, by Sept. 17 to     
register.  
• Oct. 10, Organic Livestock and On-farm Biodiesel Production, Mike and Dawn Roberts farm, 7203 Waynesburg Rd. 
NW, Waynesburg, 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., free, (330) 866-2132. A certified-organic, grass-based operation that milks   
Normande cattle using an all-forage diet in a managed grazing system, produces and direct-markets pasture-raised beef 
and poultry, and recently received a U.S. Department of Agriculture Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education 
grant to develop an on-farm biodiesel system to refine used cooking oil and use it to power the farm’s equipment.  

     Download the schedule- along with the schedule of summer tours and workshops offered by Innovative Farmers of Ohio, 
the Ohio Ecological Food and Farm Association, the Ohio Grassland and Forage Council, and the Small Farm Institute- at 
http://sustainableag.osu.edu/ (click under “Sustainable Farming”).  
     Ohio State’s Sustainable Agriculture Team includes representatives from Ohio State University Extension and OARDC, 
working to promote feasible and ecologically sustainable agriculture.  
     For more information, contact Mike Hogan, Carroll County office, OSU Extension, 32 W. Main St., Carrollton, OH 
44615; (330) 627-4310; hogan.1@osu.edu. On the Web, go to http://sustainableag.osu.edu/. 

Ohio Agriculture Department Adds Mahoning County 
to Emerald Ash Borer Quarantine 

 

     REYNOLDSBURG, Ohio (June 21, 2007) – The Ohio Department of Agriculture today added Mahoning County to the 
list of Ohio’s Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) quarantined counties, after discovering the ash tree-killing insect in  Springfield 
Township. The state’s quarantine, which is designed to slow the spread of EAB, prohibits the movement of ash trees, parts 
of an ash tree, and all hardwood firewood out of the county. 
     Department officials, after receiving a tip from a concerned citizen, discovered several infested ash trees at the service 
plaza on eastbound Interstate 76. This marks the state’s most eastern point of infestation, roughly four miles west of the 
Pennsylvania-Ohio border. 
     Officials will continue scouting the area to better assess the extent of the infestation. In the meantime, Mahoning County 
is now quarantined, making it illegal to take hardwood firewood and ash tree materials, which could harbor the pest, into 
neighboring uninfested counties. Violators face fines up to $4,000. It is also illegal to take these items out of the state of 
Ohio, per federal quarantine. 
     Firewood dealers, businesses, or woodlot owners interested in marketing and transporting ash trees or firewood out of 
quarantined areas can do so only with a department-approved compliance agreement. These agreements stipulate handling 
practices that mitigate the spread of EAB. 
     Since it was first discovered in Ohio in 2003, EAB has been identified in 29 counties: Allen, Auglaize, Cuyahoga,  
Delaware, Defiance, Erie, Franklin, Fulton, Hamilton, Hancock, Hardin, Henry, Huron, Logan, Lorain, Lucas, Mahoning, 
Marion, Medina, Mercer, Miami, Sandusky, Seneca, Ottawa, Paulding, Warren, Williams, Wood, and Wyandot counties. 
All or parts of these counties have been quarantined to stop the movement of firewood and ash logs, which are the largest 
contributors to the spread of EAB. For the latest quarantine map, go to  www.ohioagriculture.gov/eab. 
     Ash trees infested with EAB typically die within five years. The pest belongs to a group of metallic wood-boring      
beetles. Adults are dark green, one-half inch in length and one-eighth inch wide, and fly only from early May until        
September. Larvae spend the rest of the year beneath the bark of ash trees, and when they emerge as adults, leave D-shaped 
holes in the bark about one-eighth inch wide. 
     For more information on the latest quarantine or firewood movement, call 1-888-OHIO-EAB. 
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     It is mid June, the first cutting hay yielded half of what 
is typical, and pasture growth slowed down in mid May, 
about a month early. With no rain on the horizon what 
options are there for the grazier? 
     First, grazing is by far the most cost effective way to 
feed our ruminant livestock. The worst cost comparison 
analysis I have ever done showed grazing 3 times cheaper 
than the next alternative. Usually it works out better than 
that. With that in mind consider your    grazing options. 
1) Can you graze hay fields to help lengthen the rotation?  
2) Would smaller paddocks help with grazing distribu-
tion/utilization?  
3) Would a different placement of your watering source 
help with grazing distribution/utilization?  
4) Are there any unused fields in the neighborhood that 
you could graze?  
5) Are there areas you could plant an annual for grazing 
later in the season?  

     After exhausting those possibilities, sometimes, it just 
works out that we need to feed to protect our forage     
resource from overgrazing. Usually this happens in      
extreme dry times during summer or wet times during  
winter.  
     Can we supplement to keep from overgrazing? Yes, it 
can be done. Most people consider feeding hay to help 
stretch pastures. If you have it on hand and have plenty of 
it that can work. If you have to buy hay to use then there 
are better options. Check around, one year hay was      
running at $170 per ton and range cubes were $98 per ton.  
     Corn is still a viable option. The old rule of thumb is 
that one pound of corn will replace two pounds of hay. 
Currently the cost of corn is about $0.07 per lb. Hay     
recently sold at auctions for $130/ton is $0.065 per lbs. 

Even at today's corn prices, hay is about twice as          
expensive as corn. Is hay cost too high? Not really, 
consider the hay budget located at: http://aede.osu.edu/
Programs/FarmManagement/Budgets/crops-2007/
index.htm The total cost per ton runs from $97 to $64 
for 2 to 5 ton yields respectively. That cost does not 
include moving or storing bales. Also the fertilizer 
cost was taken from prices in December 2005. Add to 
that transportation cost to deliver it and $130/ton is a 
good deal. 
     Generally, in Ohio, we have enough protein in our 
forages, what they lack is energy. From past  research 
we know that grain supplements offered to grazing 
animals at a rate above 0.4% of their body weight will 
decrease forage intake/digestibility. For a 1200 lb cow 
that is about 5lbs. of corn. The only downside to an 
energy supplement is that it should be fed every day 
with plenty of bunk space so all the animals can eat at 
once. Since it is dry, most can accomplish this by 
spreading it under a hot wire in the pasture fields. 
     If things still remain dry and you can't work out 
other grazing options then it may be time to dry-lot the 
animals and feed them. This can help protect our   
perennial forage resources and possibly make our 
management easier. If this is the option you chose then 
consider early weaning. Remember it is cheaper to 
feed the cows and calves separately than to feed the 
calves through the cows.  
     If we need to lock them in a dry-lot and feed them, 
consider limit feeding. Check out the following     
articles in the beef team library: http://beef.osu.edu/
library/feedrout.html and http://beef.osu.edu/library/
limitfed.html 

More Grazing Considerations 
Jeff McCutcheon, Extension Educator, Knox County 
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Agricultural Employers Not Exempt from "New Hire" L aw  
David Marrison, Extension Educator, Ashtabula County  

 

     One trend emerging in agriculture is that more farms are using hired labor to accomplish their goals. Farm labor laws, 
while retaining some exceptions, are becoming more reflective of non-farm laws and regulations. Because of this, many of 
our Ohio farm managers may be unaware of regulations that are applicable to their business.  
     One law that farmers and agribusinesses may be unaware of is the “Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity     
Reconciliation Act” of 1996 (a.k.a. New Hire Law). This law requires all employers to report newly hired employees to a 
state directory within twenty days of their hire date (this includes all agricultural employers). This new hire information is 
utilized to speed up the child support income withholding process, expedites collection of child support from parents   
switching jobs frequently and helps to locate non-custodial parents to enforce child support orders. New hire reporting also 
helps children receive the support they deserve and helps prevent fraudulent unemployment payments, workers               
compensation, or welfare benefit payments. 
     Employers are required to submit the employee's full name, address, social security number, date of birth, and date of 
hire. The Ohio New Hire Reporting center offers employers a variety of ways to report new hires including submitting    
electronically or by mailing or faxing. Producers can receive the reporting form or can complete entries electronically by 
linking to the following web page: https://newhirereporting.com/oh-newhire/  
     New hires reporting legislation requires all “employees” to be reported. Any individual who is an employee for purposes 
of federal income tax withholding should be reported. This includes seasonal workers even if they are hired for a short period 
of time to help bale hay, relief milk on a dairy farm or harvest fruit crops. 
     Questions can be directed to the Ohio New Hire Reporting Center at (614) 221-5330 or (888) 872-1490. Frequently asked 
q u e s t i o n s  c a n  a l s o  b e  v i e w e d  a t  t h e  O h i o  N e w  H i r e  we b s i t e  l o c a t e d  a t 
https://newhirereporting.com/oh-newhire/FAQ.asp?State=OH&SessionID=  



This newsletter also available on-line at: http://coshocton.osu.edu/ag/agnews.htm 
We have had great response to people accessing our newsletter this way. It saves our resources!   

Thank you! 
If you would prefer to receive the newsletter via email, contact Tammi at trogers@ag.osu.edu 

Mark Mechling, Ext. Educator,        
Agriculture & Natural Resources/  
Community Development 
 

Tammi Rogers, Ext. Program Asst, 
Agriculture & Natural Resources/ 
Master Gardener Coordinator 

OSU Extension– 
Coshocton Co. 
724 South 7th Street 
Coshocton, OH  43812 
 

Phone: 740.622.2265 
Fax:     740.622.2197 
http://coshocton.osu.edu�

New OSU Extension Fact Sheets 
 

�� Understanding Air Emissions from Animal Feeding Operations, AEX-721-07 
�� Ohio Cropland Values and Cash Rents, 2006-2007 
�� Distillers Grains,  
�� Giant Hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum) 
 

New & Updated Basic Estate Planning Fact Sheets: 
�� Costs Involved in Transferring Property, EP-2-07 
�� Tax Basis if Property Is Transferred, EP-3-07 
�� Why Have a Will?, EP-4-07 
�� Letter of Instruction, EP-5-07 
�� Life Insurance, EP-6-07 
�� Trusts, EP-7-07 
�� Giving, EP-8-07 
�� Sale of Residence, EP-9-07 
�� Nursing Home Dilemma, EP-10-07 
�� Medicare and Medigap, EP-11-07 
�� Miscellaneous Issues, EP-12-07 
      Visit online: http://ohioline.osu.edu 

OSU Extension embraces human diversity and is committed to ensuring that all educational programs conducted by Ohio State University Extension are available to clientele on a nondis-
criminatory basis without regard to race, color, age, gender identity or expression, disability, religion, sexual orientation, national origin, or veteran status.  

Keith L. Smith, Associate Vice President for Agricultural Administration and Director, OSU Extension TDD No. 800-589-8292 ( Ohio only) or 614-292-1868 
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